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Things That Must Not Be Forgotten

A Childhood in Wartime China

Michael David Kwan

From Publishers Weekly:

This powerful memoir by writer, screenwriter, and translator Michael David
Kwan recounts his tumultuous coming-of-age in China during and after
WWIL This straightforward and poetic work illuminates the contradictions
of wartime as seen through the eyes of a child. Kwan is estranged from his
Swiss mother as a young boy and goes from being raised by servants to the
Englishwoman his father remarries. Although emotionally distant, Kwan's
father, the wealthy administrator for China's railroads, was a model of honor
to his family and country, and Kwan's story is as much about his father as it
is about himself. After Japan invaded China, Kwan's father took a position
in the pro-Japanese government in order to work for the Resistance covertly.
As a half-caste, Kwan was tormented in school and, without friends, became
a silent voyeur of the wotld around him. He took solace where he could find
it, whether with his dog, Rex, in his tree house watching the neighbors, gar-
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THAT dening with the owner of a local antique shop, catching crickets with his
| MUST father's tenant farmer or through the rituals he performed as an altar boy.
NOT BE After WWII, there followed the battle between Communists and National-

ists, and, caught in the middle, Kwan's father was falsely accused and
imprisoned for collaborating with the Japanese. Before Kwan was sent away
to safety, his father repeated his guiding tenet: "As long as you are true to
yourself, you can't be false to anyone else." This engaging story of family,
loyalty, patriotism and war shows how unforeseen events change people and
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3 A Childhood : § how, in turn, they can reshape those events to survive and retain their im-
in Wartime China =7 print. Mr. Kwan died from a heart attack while reading at a book festival in
Victoria BC in May 2001.
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Praise for Things That Must Not Be Forgotten: 2 MacFarlane, Walter & Ross/
“...one of the most moving and enlightening books | have McClelland & Stewart (Canada)
ever read about China. Jan Wong, The Globe & Mail ** Soho Press (NYC)
: ¢ Harper Collins (Australia)
“...a quiet, eloguent, elegant book, rich in feeling yet never % Mainstream Publishing (UK)
self-pitying or self-absorbed...” i Rights sold: World — contact McClelland & Stewart
Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post i Pub date: hardcover 2000, paperback 2001

i Materials available: finished books, 244 pages
Rights available: Film/ TV

“(a) testament to the irrepressible human spirit.”
The Bloomsbury Review
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